
LES PLUS BEAUX INSTRUMENTS SE TROUVENT A DE 

L 
E nomhre de prohlèmC's <1110 susci1c le Jn1.1. c:;I vr,11-
owr1L iurinl. Eu nici t1011I ln snlutlon, racile an prP­
mil'r abut·d, tlc\·h•nl ardue pour peu qu'on v rNlé-

l' �-. 

·, 
11 srrnhh' en rrrrt lrt'·s �lmr,lr de dirr Qll(' ln hrauté (111 

lhl'ml' rsl 11(,ccssnirc, n)irf' indis1,c11!,1.alih•. ici commr d:ms 
l<•11lr nu1rf' muf.tiqur. l�n r(·alilfl. la riurstinn r�I pl11s cn1u-M pl,•\'.r ri nr C'nmporlC' p:is. ?t mon avl:,;, d<' rt'·rrnnsc ahsnln". 

• S.rinr,: cl11n!f•, drs ch<'f:o--(1'1cm•n• onl él(, �diriés sur d" hr:111x lh,'•uws : il n·"n rsl o·, .. nwins \Tai que drs r.'us:::ill"� aussi p parf:dlrs ont {•lf l <'�•nslruill's s11r df' mnurnis llli:mP:,;, 
Ici une remarque prf,ilablr ri snns cnmmNilairf•s : Il v n 

0 infininwnt plu:,:. dr hf'a11x mnlirs rlr hluc:, qur dr fol.:-tt'nt. 
r.·r:-t ru·nhnhlt'mf'nl q111' rrl!f' m11:-iq11{' r�pnnd11il !l rt'-1:il 
d'rspril ,l'une race op11rimf'r 111lr11� que toute nuire. R<'"e-R non:- ;) ln quC'slinn el 1•ll11i:-i-. .. 11n:,; qur1qnP� llu'•mrs pour :iinsi 
<lirP f'la�:,;iq1 1rs ; Tiaer Rao, Buoole call rao, Nobody'& &weet­
heart, Clarinet marmelade. 

Cr i,.nnl <Ir<. 1rn"•lndi1•-. pnrfoilrnw11! l:ii<t,,-., hi,•n f\l.11f'S. hn­
nnlf'F- fi fnir,:, plf'llr('r "' \Ttlim<'nl san, I<' rnuinflri> int,:r,�t m11-
<.irnl. Ellf':,; n',.n 011! pn:,; mnfn:,; f)f'rmi<. :wx .\rrn-.frnn.'!. 
\f{'K<'n7.lf'. Trumbnu<'r, C:hocolatr Dnndirs d" r�nssir drs 
m111!Mf':,:. pnrrnilo; dn j:,•11r1•. Il ""lllhlf'rail ll11nt· qur> le lhimr> 
impnrlf' p<'u rt:lns Cf· L"l'l1r,� 11,� 11111�ir111r. El 1'<'J)"mlnnt West 
End blues, Saint-Louis blues. Ro-..al flarden blues nu Shim­
meshawabble, qui sonl de ht'llf'" in!<pirJtions. ni:' nous ont-ils 
pn,; ,·nl11 di•:- inlrrprl•lnlion� lnnl nns:--1 <'X<'PIIP11IPS? Q11'1u1 11{' 
m'npposr roint Ir cas Ellington qui, en vfrilC. "'' hi<"n sM­
{'inl. 

C'r<.I 1m1• ruu<.iqu(' ,) pnrl. lr:l11silinn enln· If· j:i1.1. hot ri 
la m,11:-i(Jllf' :O-\'Olflhn1dt111<". f'I d'inspirnliun :111:---.i h.11 11<" que 

D U "A\'nnl(' <"t raffinée, écrite en vue d'un se• 1 orchestre. c·cst 
rrrnJi(l<l<I<" rt11 « lhi\mr (':lll('\'as • adnplahll' an.._ conrPptinn<. 
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T df' 111111 11rl'h<"<.lr1• df' \'.llf'ur. lmai,tinn �,111� rirf' Mood Indigo 
r'l:frllll� p.ir. l ..uis Ru.;.s.-11 (pour nt• 11a:- Mrr nu··rll:mt. j'um1·I<; 
dt• f'ilf'r l'inl<'rpr:i'-lalinn dt•s Bos,wll) ,111 bif'n. que sai:--j<'" 

H Jau Cocktail f\ar Ir:- ,<:hocolat,• Dnrnlir>s (grouprmrnt ù'ail­
l<'ur-. :idrnir.ihll' ? 

E \'u,·on:- If' r,:11<•rloir" 11°.\1'111 .. lruug. En foi! <1<' ht'•Hl'I: lhl·­
m,•:-. 'nnns 11" l rou,·on.: quP West End blues <'I Saint-Louis 
blues dfj;) dl;�-.. Dallas blues, Th;it rhythm man, Saint-James M lnfirmary. I'! ru·ul·i·lr,• df'UX 1111 troi� anlrf'�. E�t-c1· à dirP 
r111,• "" .:nnl Ir .. �,..ni<"" 1;t"ussilt'<; d"1\rm<.lro11!l ! �llllf'mPnt. 
C':1r Mahogany Hall slomp, l'm a ding-dong daddy, 1 can't 

E glve you anything but love fflll<"ls mnu,·ai� thènu•<., jn:o-lf' 
l'if•I '. . snnl di•;;; lllf'l'\'4'illf':O:. ,\lori,., flllt' ,•onclur,. ? l'i<'n du 
1n11L Tout :rn J•lus. rwut-nn fl(,1!uir<" 11nr h·s mau\'ai� lhl'mrs 
r1f'U\'rnl trl·s hif'n s,.r,·ir 11011r l'irnpr,,, i:-dlion. Lf's cn .. cmhlf'S 

D PC'r,il-. �" r1·�··111ir11nl Il<" la lllalilluli> cJ'mH' m;\!odi<" _paun(·. 
111�,s !,·� SOhlS pourront Mrf' f•\;('('ll(•nls ('!•Hir pru qu 11:,; fo,.;_ 
�"ni oultlicr l'in:,;ignîfiuncf' du r,lrw,·;i-. 1,rimîtîf. 

A c·,,�t 1m<" des c1ualittii. !,•:,; plu:,; r1•mMq11nhlf'..; du irr.rnd 
ni>idPrh1•C'kf' que rlf' tr,rnsrnrmrr 1..ir la �l'ul(• n•rlu d'un(' 
m11:o.i(·:1lih' inmtîf' f'll 1,hrns,'s :--upf'rlw.s le:,; plntilutl<"' qnf' ror­N 

s 

mulf'nl l<"s fond:, Gullll..tlt(', \\'hil,·man 011 mt-Jne 1'r11mb:11wr 
S1lll\'f'lll. 

Il itunblr 10111 ,d1· meme drfll,• df' ttire qn·un hrn11 lhl·me 
11'11joute rien fi la réu��ile d'U111· l'\éculiuu d<" j,11.1. hol. 

Et c'est pnurtnnt la ,,�rit� en fait, suivant théwie. du moins 
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r:md�;r,���ê tiors n1mr. mlf' heu,. mi11u<1i" ris­

q11rrait.ct'è1 re allimél' par 4.n impruvls,d('nr s,111s don'> exl'f'J>­
llonnels. J 

A 
nè:- qu'il ne s'agira pas rl':\rmstrong, Ellington. Carter, 
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à ces calarqltcuscs pit•c,•s qui ont n6rn : Tiger rag, Sensation: Z Rose of Washington Square. · 
Ici tout le monde {il s'agit d'arli�h's toutefois) pourra 

·réussir sulwmt le talent dont Il csl t1011é. Dois-Je dnnc con• Z clure q)le IC's mauvais thèmes sont pins souvent générateurs 
de belle musique hol. 

Ont, la plup:irt du lemps, nori punr la resL� 

T 
IIE prnhlPms whirh aric;c frnm ja1.1. arc rc.11ly count­
ff'ss. 1!1·l'l' i:-. onf' wlli<'ll hf'rnmcs ,·rn· difticult how .... 
C\'('I' liltlr Oil(' f)OllllCrs 0\'Cr IL 

1t <1;1r10 irulrr<I :-,�rm vrry simpl<" to !-llY lhat hrn11ly of 
lhf'm<" ,� 111•rf'�s:1r�· .. :ind r,·rn iTHli!,pensahlf', in lhis n� in f'V<"ry 
Ollli'I' kmd nf nlll'!IC'. ln l'f'.'llily. 1hr (Jlll':-llio11 1� mnrr t'nm­
plP,;: nnd. in my opiniun. clo<":- nnt. permit :in 11nC'niHlilinnal 
r1·ply. ThPr<" is nn dPnyin:; llinl m:i:,.tf'rrirrrs flnvf' bcen 
run,..lrul'INI nn wnrllly llwru,•s · il i:,; 11001• lhf' l<'SS lrur lh;lt 
.'lf'('nmpli:--t111wnl;; j115:I n� 1wrr1•('I hn,·f' h,•,.n huilt nrnund f worlhl,.�� llu•mf's. Anll now a pr<"limin�ry rf'lllflrk wilhnut 
rnmmr,nlary : hrnnllfnl lll<"llH'S ,witlf'n :ironnrl lhP hlnrs M
�rPally ,,111T1111Y1hl'l' lhn!-f' nn lhf• r.i-.:-1rot. pr11lrnhly hf'c•:nisc 
lhP rrirnw:,; m"rP rlu�<"h· rnrr1·�11nnd"d ln 111<" moml nr an 
npprr:-.�f'll l':l('f'. Tr, 1·.-•t11rn ln llu• q11rslinn. 11'1 11� f'hoo:,.f' a p
r ... w lh<"mP� which �n·. :>11 ,,. �p1·:1k, "( '1:i�si,·at": Tiger Rag, 
Buaqle CallRaq, Nobodv's Sweetl'1earl, Clarinet Marmelade. 

,\'1 "m,,t.,tlif':-." lhf'�· :1rP ;1h�nl111..i,· ••�lv a111t ln!-lphl, rom- o 
mnn1,lncr ln a dPJtr<'(' :rnrl rt>all\' will11111I lhf' !-li!lhl<":-ll mn,h.-al 
inl,·rf'�I. :'-:f'1·,·1·thrlf'SS ll1f'\' h:wr n,\I hindr•r,•d proplr like 
,\rm!'ill'fln1.t. '.\lrKf'n1.ir. Trumh:nwr :nul 11 11· <:llo(•r,lnl<" D:111di('S R
ln afhi1•,·in!l mn,lrls pcrfP{'I nf lh<"ir kinrl. 

11 w11111rl �N·m. thrr,.fnrP. 111:11 th<' ll1f'mc i:,. or lilll<" imrort- Î 
ancP in lhi� kin<I or mus:ir. 

f:<'I r,w ail 11ml. isn't il lrn,.. lhM West End Blues, Saint 
Louis Blues, Royal Garden Blues or Shimmeshawable h:nrr Ahf'f'n lllf' n('('fl<;;inn fnr qnilf' :,s hrillanl inlnprf'lalim1:-·� Tlic 
rn:ill<"r nr Ellinsrton shoulcl nol "" hr11n,1thl np. hf'inc; rN111y an 
f''\:f'Pplinnnl r:1�" · Ili� n111s:IC' is in :i rl11�s: hy il�rir. a tran�i- N
lion frnm hnl i:i:r.:r. to S\·mnh11n\' mu5lir, in in:,;1,iraliun a:,; hi�h 
a� il i�nrd 11nd 1'f'fi11NI. written wit'1 one single orchestra 
in mind. 1( i:,; lhf' ,,ntilhf'�is: or thr "1·an\'.JS-thcmt'" :irlnpl- C
nhlr, ln lhf ' id1•ns nr ;1,,,. c-nod orrh<'Slr:l. Tr,· ln im11�in(' 
wilhnul l:in�llintt Mood Indigo plny<"d by l.ui� n11�5l1·ll (I Ewnuld Ml hr lt1C'ki11c in ln<'I if f 'lllnl<"d lhP On:-w••II:-' \'f'r. 
.:ion). or. ,,.., Ill<" �.1�·. Jau Cocktail by the Chncolnlc> D.1ndirs 
(n finf' nr{'h,·s:lra. for :li! thal), 

I.PI 11� lnkf' ,1 look al :\rm�lron�·c; rf'pf'rlnirr. 
ln lt1r wa�· or �nod lhf'm!'s \\'f' only fi111I West End Blue!I 

Saint Louis Blues. alrf'nflv rnrntionf'!I. Dallas Blues, That 
R'lythm Man, St. James lnfermary nnrl n1�rh.1p� Iwo nr lh!'f'C 
olhrr.:. OM•s: lhal mf'an thal ll111rr Ar<" 111,, "nh· �rhir,·rmrut 
or ;\rm!-11'"0'-'! '.\'ni �, :ill. for Maho11any Hall Stomp, l'm 
Ding Dong Oaddv, 1 can't give you anylhing but love (pallry 
lhf'mf's H c,·('r lhrrf' wert' .111�·!) :in� ('arh a rl.'\'('lalion. \\'hat 
ronclus:.ion. lhrn. do wc dr<""w? Non<' al nll. 

.\t mnst nn" C'an only iufer lhnl rwltr·y lhf'mf'<: t·au ,•a:-1•!;1 
hf' ulitisrd for imprO\'is:ilinn. \\"rillf'n ,•ns,·mhlf':- 11n�:,;;1�f'S 
will i.mnck or 1hr h:inalit�· or a rnor ltu·11H·. hur il wi\l be 

. <"-.:crll<'nl pro\'id<'d IIH.'Y makr <•nf' forf!,'I the frt•l>IP hasic 

OF 

T 
H 
E 
T ('ll/1\':lS. 

H(Jn(' nr 111·,� rnn!<I remarkahJ,, q11a1ilies 11f the ((renl llridf'I'· 
hrdr was his ahilil�· to 1ra1110rorm into snperb phr.fse!'-. mere-
1" tw \'irlur nr an unpr,•r,·dt"nll'd music.11il\·, the r,J,11itude E,�·hich rurmed lhP !-IOt'k ln lradf' of GQlctkrtte. \\'llilcmnn, 
and nften l'\'<"ll Tr111nh,111n. Al the samf' limf' li s,•rms 
p,•culiar lo sa�· thal a Jtood themr adds nothing Ili the M
success of a w·rfnrmtW<'f' in Hot Jaz:r.. :\rul ne,·r;lhrle�:- lt 
is trur in point of·fact, ir not in lheory, at leasl ln the major· 
ilvor c:i$C'S:. • E0

t:nlcss lhe arlisl ls out or lhe common. lhrrP is n ch:inc,. 
lhal a beauliful mclody wlll be spolled by an Improviser nol 
ex\�t'��"rtrs �

1
�·1��ger a question of Armslrong, Elllngtnn. N 

Cnrler. Hawkins, Tc11garden and a few others, I prefer let Hthe porlie blues rest ln peace. 
Jn a case likf' lhis il ls bt'ller to turn to the dl!-tresslng 

numbcr�. hy namf' : Tiger Rag, Sensation, Roa. of Wa&h• 0
lngton .Square, etc. 

Herc evervone {naturallv I o.m stlll·spea'king or arllsts) Î 
wlll he succèssrul aeoordln°g to the talent wlth whlch he ls 
endowcd. 

Should I thcn conclude that good hot music more often 
springs rrom poor themes? 

J Yes mosl of the lime. but not for the rest of lt. · 
{Translated inlo Engllsh by Richard Kelly.) 

SY 
A 

G. AN�DRICO

H 
0 
T Professeur à l'Acàdémie Royale de Musique de e!ucarest 

z 

z 


